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I.—Forrien Potrrics. 


Tae Purca Bangabasi, of the 12th September, says that the astute Porva Baxoasasr, 


— against Burmah in high hopes and he annexed 


the country. tis no wonder therefore that he will be ashamed to now come 
to asettiement regarding Burmah. Perhaps he thinks that he will be able to 
pacify Burmah by sending a large army into that country. But the writer 
ig sure that this scheme will fail. A friend of India in Parliament proposed 
the other day that a native Prince should be set up on the throne of 
Burmah, but his proposal was rejected by a large majority. Many 
Englishmen are now of opivion that a Burmese Prince should be set up on 
the throne of Burmah. But when the proposal has once been rejected in 


Parliament, there is no hope of its being carried into effect. The writer 
advises Lord Dufferin to adopt this course of action. 


9. The Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of the 16th September, says that the 
political horizon seems to be exceedingly 
clouded. There are difficulties in India, in 
Burmah, and in Burope. Placards are being posted everywhere in the 
Punjab to the effect that Dhuleep Singh is coming at the head of a Russian 
amy towards India o7@ Herat. The placards may be of no worth, but 
asmall spark may end in a conflagration, and so Government should beware. 
Government should now devote all its attention to the task of extinguishing 
thefire kindled in Burmah. If it remains busy with Burmah any longer 
danger may crop up in other directions. The native papers warned Govern- 
ment from the beginning not to enter upon a war against Burmah. It is now 
reaping the consequence of not paying any heed to their advice. Govern- 
ment should try to set up a Burmese Prince on the throne of Burmah ; 
otherwise its watchful enemies will not let slip this opportunity. 


3. The Bhdrat Mehir, of the 16th September, says that the political 
outlook for England is far from cheering. 
The Hnoglish are not on good terms with the 
Americans owing to the dispute between the Government of Canada and 
that of the United States regarding the fishery rights, and to the acts of 
hostility to England which are being perpetually committed by Irishmen 
in America. In Egypt, as well as in the Soudan, the English are extremely 
unpopular. Their influence in Bulgaria is gone. They have lost the 
friendship of their old and only ally, the Sultan. Russia has closed 
Batoum to free trade and disregarded the protests of England. The English 
have submitted to this. In Central Asia, Russians are gradually annexing 
Afghan territory, while the English find themselves obliged to recede from 
them. This is gradually facilitating a Russian invasion of India. 


4. The Samaya, of the 17th September, says that Russia is cov- 
tinually extending her Empire in Central 


Asia and advancing towards India. To 
prevent the advance of the Russians, the English have made a treaty with 


the Amir of Cabul, and are supplying him with’ money and arms. They 
attempted to settle the boundaries of the Afghan kingdom at a great cost. 
At the commencement of the work of delimitation Russia snatched away by 


The political situation, 


The political outlook for England. 


Russia and England. 


force Panjdeh—an important place. <A dispute arose as to the possession of 


9,000 square miles of land. Of these, Russia has taken 7,000 miles, and is 
Creating difficulties as regards the rest. The Amir is displeased with 
the English for making over 7,000 square miles of land to Russia. The 
Amir of Bokhara has set up aclaim to the province of Badakshan, which 


as for along time belonged to the Amir of Cabul. The Amir is not 


Prepared to give up Badakshan. He is making preparations for war. 


politician Lord Dufferin proclaimed the war ‘Pt !3th 1886. 


Rounapore Dik 
PRAKASH, 


Sept. 16th, 1886. 


Baarat Miia, 
Sept. 16th, 1886. 


SaMaYa, 
Sept. 17th, 1884. 


BaNGABAgI, 
Sept. 18th, 1886. 


BHaRaT Basi, 


Sept. 18th, 1886. 


DaINIK, 


AraNDA BAZAR 
PATRIKA, 


Sept. 20th, 1886. 


Som PRAKASH, 
ept. 20th, 1886. 
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A war is likely soon to ensue, The English-¢annot but help the Am; 
But the writer is at a loss to understand how they can help him. Th, 
English annexed Burmah in the expectation of profit, but they are at ies 
in great difficulty because the Burmese are fighting hard 


for the; 
independense. ‘The English will have to keep troops in Bovor tt 


t. 
English army is small. Portions of it will be engaged P h.. 


and in Egypt. The remainder is not quite enough for the maintenance of 
internal peace. How, then, are the English to help the Amir? But if the 
Amir be not helped by the English, he 1s sure to join Russia. The Afghans 
hate the English, If they now have to fight with Russia without the 
assistance of the English, they will be in great difficulty. The English have 
not only no army, but they have no money too. The English are not in 


@ position to fight with Russia, but a war between. these two powers is 


inevitable. The war can be averted if only the English can re-establish 
Prince Alexander on the throne of Bulgaria. There is no harm if 
the English, the Italians, and the Turks support Prince Alexander. 
If the European difficulty be removed, the difficulty with the Amir will 
still remain. The Amir should be induced to prevent a quarrel by the cession 
of a portion of his territories. A Burmese Prince should be set up on 


the throne of Burmah. The frontier defences should be strengthened, and 
attempts should be made to conciliate the natives. 


5. The Bangabdst, of the 18th September, says that the Afghan 
Boundary Commission is returning, as the 


boundaries will not be settled without a war. 
It is almost sure that a war will take 


A war for the settlement of the Afghan 
boundaries. 


place in the coming winter. 


6. The BShdrat Bast, of the 18th September, says that the crime 
of Prince Alexander was that he followed 


the advice of England instead of that of 
Russia, and so Russia is determined not to allow the Prince to reign 


in Bulgaria. Germany and Austria have left the matter entirely to Russia. 
The Kuropean Powers will not therefore take any notice of the circular sent 
by the Sultan. If the Sultan does not agree to this course he will 
have to retire from Europe. England is his only ally, but England is of 
no account now-a-days in Europe. If the Bulgarian National Assembly 
re-electe Prince Alexander, it will have to share the fate of the Prince. 
The Russian army has already come near the frontier of Bulgaria. 


7. The Daintk, of the 19th September, says that Burmah 1s not 


likely to be pacified in a very short time. 
Those who advocated the war now understand 
the difficulty of the undertaking. Lord Randolph Churchill says that the 
subjugation of Lower Burmah took ten years. Upper Burmah is not likely 


to take less. The English are now ina false position: they . can neither 
advance nor recede. 


Prince Alexander. 


The Burmese difficulty. 


8. The Ananda Bazar Pairikd, of the 20th September, ‘says that 
the prestige of England is daily diminishing 
in Europe. The English people have cone 


to perceive this, and are being counselled hy 
some to seek to establish their ascendancy over Asia by securing the friend- 


ship of China, Japan, and other Asiatic powers. These counsellors are 
wise and far-sighted men. If England can secure-the friendship of Asiatics, 
and particularly win the attachment of Indians, she can well defy Hurope. 
9. The Som Prakdsh, of the 20th September, says that Government 
is responsible for the establishment of 8 
Thibetan outpost at Sikhim. Had | 4 
Government. put Thibet on its guard Y 


Decrease of English prestige in 
Europe. 


The establishment of a Thibetan 
outpost in Sikbhim. 


i= | 
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sking arrangements for sending a Mission to it that country would 

have seen any necessity for establishing an outpost in Sikhim. 

10. The Charu Vdrid, of the 20th September, says that the Burmese anv Vaan, 

have neither king nor money, and still they are “** 7 
Bors. fighting against the English. The world has 

heen surprised at the display of patriotism by these barbarians. The Anglo- 

Indians are so mean that they call the patriots of Burmah dacoits. Asia is 

jow in her decline. There is no respect for heroism in this vast continent. 

Otherwise why should its people remain silent when their heroic brethern in 

Burmah are being killed as dacoits? Burmah may be conquered, Dut no one 

will ever be able to call the Burmese people cowards. The English are wealthy : 

they are powerful. They have cent 30,000-troops to Burmah, and may send 

more. The Burmese people have for a year held these disciplined 

troops in check. Many English officers have lost their lives in Burmah. 

The writer asks the English Government to set up a Burmese Prince on 


the throne of that country. 


not 


II.—Homer ADMINISTRATION. 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


11. The Sansodhint, of the 10th September, says that Babu: Ramlal: Poor a 
sabu Ramlal, the Munsifof Kau. the Munsif of Kaukhali, does not treat 


khali. the local pleaders with proper respect. 
Recently he wanted to pull a pleader by the ear, and that pleader / 
intends to institute a suit for damages against him. 


12, The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 15th September, says that judicial Hmmv Raw 
officers in Bengal look more to the clearing ‘+ 15 186. 
of their files than to the careful administration 
of justice. The reason they allege for doing so is that the High Court 
cally for an explanation unless a large number of suits is decided by them. 
But, says the writer, though the High Court asks for explanation, it never 
asks them to do injustice. Justice is hardly to be had even in appellate 
courts. "When the ground of appeal is only a question of fact, the appellate 
court in many cases does not even send for the records of the case. A decree 
of the Cooch Behar State was being executed at a munsif’s court in 
Rungpore. The lower appellate court found that the decree was barred by 
limitation. In the High Court the question of limitation was not decided. 
It was decided in that Court that there is no provision in the Civil Procedure 
Code for executing decrees of the Cooch Behar State. But there is 
distinct provision in section 434 of that Code and in the circular order 
No. 17 of 19th April 1879 to that effect. Is not therefore the decision of 
the High Court wrong ? | 
13. The Surabhi and Patdékd, of the 16th September, referring gy a hege cy 
Dismissal of the suits instituted by +0 the dismissal by the High Court of the stits =9§ 
the eontractors who supplied Govern- against Government instituted by several per- 
Afghan war on the pte of limita. 8008 who supplied provisions at the time of the 
a last Afghan war on the grounds that the High 
Court had not the right. of trying such cases, and that their claims had been 
barred by the law of limitation, says that this decision may be legally just, 
but there is no need to tell how bad that law is, and how unjust it is for 
Government to have recourse to that law. 
14. The same paper says that let nobody think from the Secretary Sem & Pataxs. 
Pe 3 of State’s statement that if a Native Judge is 
the Punjab Chief Court 998 appointed to the Chief Court of the Punjab, 
he will receive two-thirds of the salary 
aitached to the post that a judgeship of that Court will be exclusively 
reserved for natives. The writer does not know what objection there is to 


Trial of suits. 


8 ANSODHINI, 
Sept. 17th, 1886. 


BHARAT Basi, 
Rept. 18th, 1886. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 
SADHARANI, 


Sept. 20th, 1&86. 
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the appointment of a Native Judge to the Chief Court of the Pun 
been done in other ‘provinces. The writer cannot also understand wh a 
Native Judge in the Punjab Chief Court should not receive the full sal, 

attached to his post. The proposal for appointing Judges on smaller salaticn 
to the Calcutta High Court could not be carried into effect. It does not 
also séem probable that the arrangement for appointing Judges on smaller 
salaries to the Punjab Chief Court will succeed. It being s0, it is the object 


of Government to practically prevent the appointment of Natives as Judges 
to the Punjab Chief Court. 


15. The Sansodhint, of the 17th September, says that there js no 


iis sdiieniiiin 6 aabiliath Wiese accommodation for witnesses in Criminal courts, 
The witnesses have to remain exposed to the 
sun and rain under trees. This sometimes causes disorder in the business 


of the court. A Deputy Magistrate fined a witness Rs. 50 because he was 
present at court when another witness on the same side was being examined. 
The witness so fined said that he could not remain outside owing to rain. 


These things cannot happen if there be separate accommodation for witnesses, 
The writer requests the authorities to look to these things. 


16. The Bharat Basi, of the 18th September, says that Khanta 


i deposed that she was engaged in watering 
——— the tea plants in June. The Court did not 
believe this, and so the register of work was sent for. The register is kept 


in Bengali; but the book produced in court was kept in English. Mr. 
Pinches alleged that Khanta was in hospital at the time of the occurrence 
of the alleged crime. But there were many Khantas in the garden. 
The Khanta in question was known as Khanta No. 1, but in the 
doctor’s book the words No. 1 were written in a different ink. Mr. Holmes, 
the Manager-in-Chief of the garden, was one of the principal witnesses, 
because the complainants stated that they had complained to him in the 
first instance. Yet Mr. Holmes was not produced by Mr. Pinches. 
But when Mr. Pinches in his turn became the complainant Mr. Holmes 


was produced. Mr. Holmes remembered everything, but be could not 
make out the nature of the complaint. 


17. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 20th September, referring 


Selling calle of the vets = the Gibbons case, says that the system 
jurors and retrial of persons,and the of trial by jury is being dishonoured by the 
ae een oe provision by which the High Court can on 
reference by a Session Judge set aside the verdict of the jury in any case 
if it thinks proper to do so. The writer says that even an unjust verdict 
of jurors should not be set aside. Respectable and disinterested men should 
be selected as jurors, and their verdict should not be interfered with. 
The writer does not approve of the arrangement by which the decision 
of a divisional bench of the High Court ina criminal .case has been made 
final. Everybody is liable to error. Sir Fitz-James Stephen has provided 
for the retrial of persons once acquitted. This system is bad and should 
be abolished. In Assam the strength is more influential than the number. 
The number of coolies in Assam is fifty or sixty times as large as that 
of the planters. Because the Coolie Emigration Act provides for the 
inspection of plantations by official inspectors, Gibbons’ crime was detected. 
From Gibbons’ own statement it appears that the practise of forging 
coolie agreements prevails in other plantations. When there 18 such 
oppression in spite of the existence of the Act, there will be no limit 
oppression if the Act is repealed. It can now be easily understood why 
the Act is so much disliked by the planters. Oppression of the weak should 
be prevented by law. ‘Will not Government do so? ‘This question 


Jab as has 
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being asked by many persons among whom there are the righteous officials 
of Assam themselves. 


18. The same paper referring to the Secretary of State’s refusal to 
peduetion of the number of holi- Appoint a new Judge to the Calcutta High 
days enjoyed by the Judges of the Court on the ground that 12 Judges are 
High Coors. sufficient for that Court, says that it is true 
that 12 Judges are sufficient, but that the number. of holidays enjoyed by 

the Judges should be reduced. — 
19. The same paper says that Mr. Arbuthnot believed the statements 


i of Pinches, but not those of Khanta and her 
——— witnesses. Pinches said that tea plantations 
are not watered in June; but Khanta said that small tea plants are 
watered in June on days in which there is no rain. Itis easy to ascertain 
by enquiry which of these statements is true. If in Gibbons’ tea plantation 
coolie agreements can be forged the attendance-book of coolies can also be 
altered in Pinches’ plantation. The correspondent of the Sanjévant, who has 
good knowledge of the affairs of tea plantations, says that the attendance-book 
produced by Pinches before Court is not the real attendance-book, but a 
translation of that book, which is kept in Bengali. Against the name 
Khanta in the hospital book produced by Pinches the afe is stated. But 
the rule for noting down the age was notin vogue at the time when, 
according to Pinches, Khanta was in hospital. The correspondent of 
the Sanj¢vanz also points out that the name and the age are written in different 
inks, This question was asked in court, but was accounted for by the fact 
that 1 appeared so owing to latter writting being blotted. The 
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correspondent suspects that the Khantamani mentioned in the hospital | 


books is another Khantamani. Agitation is being made everywhere about 


the Pinches case. If men once become suspicious no inducement will’ 


make them go to tea plantations. It being so, the Assam and Bengal 
Governments and the tea-planters should try to remove the bad name 
of the planters. 
20. The Ananda Bazar Patriké, of the 20th September, says that 
eit: Wisects nis the High Court has done justice in the case 
of Gopinath Misra, an indigo-planter of 
Maldah. Mr. Justice Mitter has impartially tried this case, and has clearly 
shown in his judgment that the Magistrate acted very illegally in connec- 
tion with it. The Judge has directed the Magistrate to again try this 
case, and this will be soon done. The editor is sorry to find that such 
reprehensible acts were done by Mr. Hare, the Magistrate of Maldah, 
who has been always known to be a very good man. It is said that 


Mr. Hare has expressed his wish that the case should be tried by another 
Magistrate. 


(c)—Jails. 


21. The Sahachar, of the 15th September, referring to the orders 


. for the release of Bhoobun Mohun Dutt and 
Rg 4 of Bhoobun Mohaz Dutt for the remission of the fine of Rs. 250 

inflicted upon him, says that His Honour, 
moved by the entreaties of Bhoobun’s little daughter, held out hopes 
of his release on the occasion of his visit to Ranaghat some tine 


420. These hopes have been fulfilled after this long time. As Bhoobun 


will have, on the 26th October, undergone imprisonment for 10 years and 
9 months, and as four days are deducted for each month of the term of 
imprisonment served by prisoners who behave well, his term of imprisonment 

a3 been already over on that calculation. Consequently Bhoobun has not 
obtained any great favour. Ooly the fine inflicted on him has been remitted. 
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(d)—Education. 


92. The Ahammadi, for the month of pont Shag NO words 
to express its gratitude to Sir Rivers 
ee son for establishing special itholarshige 
the encouragement of high education among Mahomedans, and will dine 
cherish the memory of Sir Rivers with unfeigned veneration. 
23. The Surabli and a . the 16th ae oe says that it 
lei ; will be better to award the Gilchrist scholar. 
or dencemeni ca nt ~ to enable students to study in Bape 
than to enable them to study in India. The writer attributes the falling 
off in the number of candidates for those scholarships to Latin being 
one of the subjects for the examination, according to the results of which 
the scholarships are awarded, and to the condition imposed upon the holders 
of the scholarships that they will have to study either in the London o 
in the Edinburgh University. If arrangements are made for includin 
Sanskrit among the subjects of the examination, and if the scholarship. 
holders are allowed to read in any English University they please, a large 
number of persons may become candidates for these scholarships. 
24. The Samachar —— of = nto sig says that the 
viii ilchrist scholarships should as at present 
eclampsia remain tenable in England. If made ater 
in India they will not be able to do much good. If Latin be a stumbling 
block in the way of tne scholars, Sanskrit or Arabic should be substituted 
in its place. There is no reason why the rules of the London University 
should be followed innconnection with the examination for these scholarships. 
25. Acorrespondent of the Samaya, of the 17th September, says 
that Ram Sunder Basak is guilty of partiality 
towards his friends in the matter of the selec- 
tion of text-books for East Bengal. One of these friends is Baboo Prasanna 
Kumar Chakraverti, who has three books in the list. His second friend is 
his priest, Baboo Ram Chandra Chakraverti. Three of his books have been 
included in the list of text-books. His third friend is Chandrakanta 
Vidyalankar, who is the author of a condemned note-book. The fourth is 
Baboo Rajendra Mohan Dutta, who is the author of the second edition of 
Ram Chandra Chakraverti’s Nitipatha. The first edition of the book has 
one author, and the second edition has another. Rajendra Baboo is one 
of the proprietors of the Dacca Students’ Library. 


26. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 18th September, does not agree with 
the Statesman newspaper when it says that 
the Calcutta University busies itself only 
in turning out clerks and Government officers. 
The number of graduate clerks is very small indeed. Men of extraordinary 
abilities are rarely met with among the graduates, for that of course the 
Indian society and Government are much more responsible than the 
University. In the Indian society nearly 60 per cent. of the men depend on 
others for their livelihood. This is the reason why the country 1s 80 poor, 
and this is the reason why young men have to work hard for the sake of 
their dependents. Men of genius cannot show their ability for this reason. 
The graduates get no encouragement from Government. lll the offices 
in which people get opportunities of improving their knowledge are held by 
foreign savants. The work of the Geological, Meteorological and 
similar departments is done by Europeans. In Europe most of the 
learned men are found among the clergy and the educational officers. The 


Native Rajahs used to encourage Brahmans, and so there were mea of great 
ability among them. 


adequate 


Text-books in East Bengal. 


The Calcutta University and the 
Statesman newspaper. 


( 1077 ) 


97, The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 24th September, says that when %4™V4> Passaaxas, 
the Gilchrist scholars return to India they do —— 
not get good appointments suited to their 

education, but they lase their caste. This is the reason why many do not 

compete for the scholarship. The writer thinks that the scholarship should 

be raised to two thousand rupees in the year, and such arrangements should 

he made that Indian scholars may in England compete for the Civil 

Service. This arrangement will encourage high education, and at the 

same time enable Indians to improve their position. 


The Gilchrist scholarships. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


98. The Bangabds?, of the 18th September, says that from therules “eM: 
pmers of the official Chairman of about the working of the Self-Government = 
the District Board and givingofthe Act published by the Lieutenant-Governor, 
— it appears that too much power has been 
vested in the Chairman of the District Board. Magistrates will now be 
everywhere Cnairman of the District Boards. The above arrangement has 
heen made to maintain Civilian influence. Though the writer does not 
object to the vesting of so much power in Chairmen, he objects to 
the vesting of so much power in official Chairmen. The editor has 
received many complaints about the manner in which the elections under 
the Self-Goveroment Act have been held in many places. The writer 
recommends that instead of twice posting notices of election through the 
police, a post-card should once be addressed to each voter two months 
before the date of election informing him of the date of the election 
and the place where it will be held, and asking him to forward the 
names of the candidates for election. 

299. The same paper, referring to Dr. Simpson’s proposal that Bancasas: 
Production of  Doctor’s certificate before a dead body can be burnt a Doctor's 
beets & dead body can be burnt. certificate, naming the disease of which the 
person has died, should be submitted to the thana, says that Dr. Simpson 
does not know that the dead body of a Hindu hasto be burnt within a 
specified time, and tiat many Hindus do not place themselves under the 
treatment of Doctors. Had he known these things he would not have 
made the above proposal. 

380. Tne Arya Pratibha, of the 18th September, draws the atten- Anva Prarmm, 
ik oe tion of the authorities of the South Barrack- P 1: 18%6. 
oads of Sukhchar. eee 6 
pore Municipality to the wretched condition 
of the roads at Sukhchar. 

31. The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 18th September, says that one of the Sseasvar Parma, 

striking features in the late elections under "P> 8b 188. 
the Self-Government Act is that the majority 
of the elected members are Hindus, and that the Rajas, Nawabs, zemindars, 
and Rai Bahadurs have held themselves aloof from the elections. They should 
take an intelligent interest in the self-government of the country., Perhaps 
they will have seats on the District Boards, which are more suited to their 
dignity than Local Boards. 


(f)—Questions affecting the land. 


82. The Bhdrat Bdst, of the 18th September, says that the son of Basser Basi, 
Ee me | Lala Banvihari Kapur cannot be adopted Spt 16th, 1806. 
an adoption question. by the widowed Maharani of Bardwan for 
‘everal reasons. First, because the will of the late Maharajab prohibits the 
adoption of any near relation. Secondly, a sister's son cannot be taken in 
adoption. Thirdly, one’s only son cannot be taken in adoption according to 
the shastras. Banvihari Baboo has only one son, and he has married the 
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sister of the late Maharajah. Banvihari Baboo is not at all liked } th 
females of the Raj family. y the 
The widowed Maharani now wants to adopt her brother. But Govern 

ment is opposed to the adoption. Some lawyers have given their Opinion " 
favour of the adoption of the brother : others again have given their Opinion 
against such an adoption. Govern ment In & manner wants to make Banvihar 
Baboo Maharajah of Burdwan. Tris is the reason why it is opposed to the 
adoption of the Rani’s step-brother. Government has caused the death of a 
Rani of Behar by practising oppression on her, and the shameless and 
oppressive Board of Revenue 1s about to ruin the widowed Maharani 


Burdwan. of 


(g)—Ratlways and communications including canals and irrigation, 


33. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 17th September, says that 
The road from Amta to Jagadballabh- the condition of the road from Amta to Jagad. 
pore. | ballabhpore is wretched indeed. Near Shyam- 
pore the road was under water in several places. The road is repaired every 
year, but unfortunately the repairs are not properly superintended. People 
pay their quota of the road cess, and still they suffer greatly from the bad 
condition of the roads. The writer draws the attention of the Road Ces 
authorities to this matter. 


(h)— General. 


384. The Ahammadi, for the month of Bhadra, is sorry to notice that 
: not a single Mahomedan has as yet been 
The examination for the appoint- able to successfully compete in the Depunt 
eT Magistrateship — pe Brad “te The Suborde 
nate Executive Service appears to have been practically closed against the 
Mahomedans by the introduction of the examination system. The Hindus 
are superior to the Mahomedans in education, and so Mahomedan 
are not likely to successfully compete with the Hindus. The writer 
cannot deny the merits of the examination system. But the Mahome- 
dans form nearly 30 per cent. of the population of India, and the 
number of Mahomedan officers in the executive branch of the public service 
should be proportionate to the Mahomedan population of the country. 
Under such circumstances, Government should make some rule by which 
Mahomedans can become Deputy Magistrates. The writer thinks that 
two appointments in every examination should be reserved for Mahomedans. 
35. The same paper says that the pilgrims from India to Mecca have. 
to suffer great inconvenience at the hands of 
European officers in steamers. Female pilgnos 
suffer the greatest inconvenience. , 
36. ‘the Paridarshak, of the 11th September, says that the Chief 
~ Commissioner of Assam has distinctly written 
the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet that unles 
a subscription of Rs. 80 per month be collected from the people of Sylhet 
for the local dispensaries, he will recommend the discontinuance of the Govern- 
ment aid granted to them. With this proposal of the Chief Commissioner, 
Mr. Stevens, the Deputy Commissioner, issued a subscription book, 1n which 
the names of both natives and Europeans were put down. But Mr. Stevens 
put duwa a zero against his own name, and the Europeans followed his example, 
and no one subscribed anything. The Chief Commissioner therefore ordere 
the dispensaries to be closed. The helpless patients are suffering because 
the Chief Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner did not entertall 
favourable views as regards the maintenance of the dispensaries. Had the 


spit, Vomumleevanet tried he could easily have raised Rs, 80 or eve 
ae . ae 
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97, The Hindu Ranjtkd, of the 15th September, ry that the loss 
h 


oe by exchange is increasing. e rupee is now 
The financial difficulty of India. worth one shilling and fee: a half i only. 
Russia has advanced to the North-Western frontier of India. War has 
hecome imminent. Already two crores of rupees have been spent before 
the declaration of war. Government has imposed the income-tax and 
has contracted fresh debts. The writer is at a loss to ascertain whence 
the crores of rupees for the war are to come. A proposal has been made 
for levying land revenuein gold. It has been proposed to increase the rate 
of theincome-tax. The half-fed people of India are in no position to pay the 
‘ncreased tax. Is it likely that incomes derived even from agriculture 
are to be taxed? Government has, in violation of the Permanent Settlement, 
imposed the dak tax, the road and the public work cess on land. If it now 
imposes the income-tax, no one will have any respect for the words of 
Government. Both the natives and the Anglo-Indians are crying for the 
reimposition of the import duties. The proceeds from these duties will cover 
the loss of two crores of rupees by exchange. The Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay Chambers of Commerce do not disapprove of the proposition. 

88. The Sahachar, of the 15th September, says that arrangements 
Increased expenditure and the re- will have to be made for meeting two crores 
imposition of the import duties. of additional expenditure next year. This 
additional expenditure may be easily met by the reimposition of the 
import duties. But it is the main object of English politicians to 
satisfy the Lancashire cloth manufacturers who have the largest number 
of votes at their disposal. The import duties were abolished for the 
satisfaction of the English merchants. Free trade cannot be introduced 
in this manner into the Australasian colonies which govern themselves. 
Indians cannot expect strict justice from the English Government when 
it is anxious to promote British interests. The writer does not hope that 
the import duties will be reimposed. Government will probably have 
to meet the increased expenditure by increasing the rate of the income-tax. 

39. The same paper would have been glad if a person versed in politi- 
The Commission to enquire into cal economy like Mr. Knight had been taken 
Gosumange Ctoulty. from India into the Commission to enquire 
into the exchange difficulty. Many non-officials have been appointed 
to the Commission from among the English public, but no non-official has 
been taken into the Commission from India. The non-official community 
of India would have been honoured by the appointment of Mr. Knight 
to the Commission. A man like Dadabhai Nowrji also sbould have been 
appointed to the Commission. The writer knows that a clamour will be 
raised by the officials if Mr. Knight is appointed to the Commission. But 
there can be no objection to his evidence being taken by the Commission. 
Every class in India is suffering from the exchange difficulty. The remedy 
for the exchange difficulty is clear. The difficulty can be easily removed 
by the introduction of a bi-metallic currency. No effect will be produced 
by the introduction of a gold currency into countries in which it is not 
already current. The less the number of gold coins the better. A silver 
currency should be introduced into countries in which it 1s not current at 
present. So long as there was a bi-metallic currency in Europe a difficulty 
like that felt at present did not exist. 

40. The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 16th September, referring to 
The sinking of the Government ‘he sinking of the Government steamer that 
Tunnet plying between Gaokhali and used to ply between Gaokhali and ‘fumlook 

in consequence of its running aground on 
4 chur, says that this happened owing to the misconduct of the ticket- 

Collector and serang of the steamer. These men brought one day 
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some prostitutes from Tumlook and made themselves merry with drinkin 
in their company. Being anxious to take the prostitutes to Tumlook 
before daybreak they started from Goakhali after midnight. The 
accident happened owing to their starting at that late hour, The Writer 
hopes that Government will enquire into the matter, adequately punish 
the guilty, and adopt measures to prevent the recurrence of  gu¢} 
things in future. 
4). The Bharat Mihir, of the 16th September, says that, according 
Lord Dufferin and oppression by to the Mirror, Lord Dufferin, who is a care. 
tea-planters in Assam. ful reader of native newspapers, had his 
attention directed to the accounts contained in those papers of Oppression 
alleged to have been practised by tea-planters in Assam, and that on enqui 
His Excellency has found that these tales of oppression are perfectly un. 
founded. lord Dufferin, it seems, has made this discovery as the result 
of an official enquiry. He ought to have known beforehand that ap 
official enquiry could only lead to such a result. Would the Magistrate 
who lets off European tea-planters guilty of serious crimes be likely t 
refer to their acts of oppression? An official enquiry would lead to no 
good results. If His Excellency really desires to know the truth, let him 
depute an impartial official perfectly unconnected with Aszaim to make 
the enquiry. | 
42. The same paper says that, according to the Lvglishman newspaper, 
Rumoured increase of the income. the income-tax will probably be enhanced 
tax. next year. Tne Pioneer indeed says that there 
is no ground for this statement, but no one cares to believe the Pioneer, 
43. Tbe same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor presided 
at the recent distribution of prizes to the boys 
of the Monghyr Zillah School. The boys 
sang some songs in his honour. Noone can help thanking the teachers | 
of the school for thus singing the praises of the worthy Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor. If all school-masters in Bengal had been equally loyal to His 


Honour, the people would have been by this time relieved of all these 
miseries. 


44. The Pratikar, of the 17th September, heard a rumour some time | 


azo that the cotton duties would be re-imposed. 
It was doubtful whether such a thing was 
possible. Manchester is not a place in India that the machinery of 
extortion can be safely applied to it. The Under-Secretary of State for India 
declared the other day that such a proposition had not been mooted either by 
the English or by tne Indian Government. 


45. The Bangabdsi, of the 18th September, says that Government 
derives from the sale of opium the sum of 
9 crores and 55 lakhs of rupees, but purchases 
the opium for about acrore of rupees from Indian cultivators, whom I 
compels to sell the article to it alone. Thus if Government had not the 
monopoly of the opium trade, the opium cultivators could have made 8 
profit of 8 or 9 crores. The writer says this because many persons 
urge that the opium duty should not be included among the revenues, 
as it is not paid by Indians. By imposing a duty on salt, Government has 
raised the price of salt in such a way that poor people cannot use it, and 
that it cannot be used as manure or given to the cattle. © 


46. The same paper says that India is surely being governed by the 


: sword. The military expenditure of 
miblary expenditure of inci. amounts to three-eiguths of its revenues. There 
is no necessity. for such a heavy military expenditure for fear of exter 
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enemies. There is no sign of disturbance in any part of India. The number 
of the combined troops of the native princes is double that of the troops 
ader Government, and Government can easily get out of any danger with 
re assistance Of those troops. Government will not succeed in increas ing 
the number of troops under it. Itis increasing its debt by increasing 
the number of troops. How long is it possible to increase the number 
of troops by increasing the burden of debt? 

47, The Bharat Bast, of the 18th September, hears that. Sir Rivers 
si, Rivers Thompson and Mr. Ma- Lhompson and Mr. Macaulay have been 
eanlsy. greatly dissatisfied with Lord Dufferin for 
countermanding the Thibet Mission. Mr. Macaulay may be dissatis- 
fied a might have got a title. But why does old Sir Rivers 

| annoyed! 

™ 48. "The Sarasvat Patra, of the 18th September, says that Dhuleep 
Singh said tbe other day that he might enter 
) India with the help of Russia through 
Afghanistan. Shortly after this seditious placards were posted in the 
Punjab with a view to excite the hardy and warlike races of Northern 
India; but still Government has nothing to fear, for the people of India 
are loyal. : | 

49. The Daintk, of the 19th September, says that the English do not 
trust their native subjects. This is.the reason 
why they have to borrow money so often for 
| their military expenses. The native princes, though not so powerful as 
before, can still become valuable auxiliaries to the English in expelling their 
enemies. But the English do not trust the native princes, and always try 
to reduce their armies. 

50. The Charu Varid, of the 20th September, says that Lord 
Lord Dufferin and the coolies in Dufferin reads with care the stories contained 
a in native papers of oppression practised on 
coolies in Assam, but that he has learnt from enquiry that these stories are 
all false. If the enquiry be made through the relatives of the oppressors 
it can produce no other result. ; 

ol. The Sar Sudhdnidhi, of the 20th September, referring to the 
A Commission solely composed of Proposal again made by Lord Randolph 
oficial members for enquiring into the Churchill for the appointment uf a Commis- 

— sion solely composed of official members to 
enquire into the administration of India, says that no good will be produced 
by the enquiry made by such a Commission. If men are appointed to find 
out their own wrong acts no wrong acts will come to light. | 

52. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 20th September, says 
The strength and the number in that the English Government is increasing 
me the prestige of Englishmen with the help 
of muskets and bayonets, and by conferring upon them privileges. Thus 

overnment is increasing the prestige of the strength by insulting the 
number. The English Government is increasing the strength of a handful 
of Englishmen by giving them artificial strength. Artificial strength cannot 
last for ever. The Anglo-Indian strength will not be able to keep down 
the Indian number for a long time, as at present. A change is coming 
Upon the number too. The number now see that the strength of the 
Anglo-Indians is artificial. Thus the experience of the number is increasing, 
and with the increase of their experience their strength also is increasing. 

53. The same paper says that the Bombay Chamber of Commerce 
A Licutenant-Governor for Bombay, 28 recommended that there should be a 
olcial co PPINE of the publication of Lieutenant-Governor in Bombay instead of a 
— Governor, and that the ‘Bombay Government 
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should not be subordinate to the Government of India in al] Matters, } 
should have direct communication with the Secretary of State jn . : 
matters. But the writer believes that Governors may be kept in Made 
and Bombay even after the reduction of expenditure. The Chamber ‘ 
recommended that expenses should be reduced by lessening the number ‘ad 
bulk of official reports. The writer is against the printing of needless ro 
unnecessarily large reports. But the people will be injured if Govern 
ment stops the publication of reports on the pretext of reduction of expen. 
diture. Government keeps its policy secret, tries to hide the errors and 
injustice made in the administration of the country, and issues rose-coloured 
reports. If after this no reports are published, the people will be entire) 
in the dark as to the doings of Government. Before the time of 7 
George Campbell resolutions were not published, as now, on the reports 
submitted by the Commissioners of Divisions. The writer does not say 
that all things are revealed, and that officials are adequately reproved in ail 
cases in those resolutions. But though as much good is not being done } 
those resolutions as could be wished for, mach good is being done by them, 
The more the secrets of Government are revealed, the better. 


54. The same paper says that the civilians should no longer be allowed 
the large salaries which they have been . 
drawing. Times are changed. There are 
now many able and educated natives. The 
number of natives in the public service should 
be increased. The salaries of the civilians are unduly high. Indians have 
been for a long time protesting against those high salaries. Now the Anglo- 
Indians also are protesting against them. The Bombay Chamber of Commerce 
recommends that in the coming financial contract with the Supreme Govern- 
ment arrangements should be made for the payment of pensions and allov- 
ances of Civilians in Indian money. The Chamber also makes the followin: 
remarks on the appointment of natives to the public service :—lIndia | 
no longer a strange country to Englishmen. Liven if the salaries of th 
civilians are reduced, competent men will be obtained. The expenditur 
should also be reduced by the increase of the number of natives in the 
oo service. The jadicial capacity of natives is admitted on all hands. 
t is easy to increase the number of natives in the Judicial Department; 
but the salaries of natives should be made a little lower than those of 
Englishmen. The writer agrees in the above remarks of the Chamber. 


55. The Som Prakdsh, of the 20th September, says that this year 
Probability of a fight between the images of Durga of the Hindus and the 
Hindus and Mussulmans on the day tajiyas of Mussulmans will be carried in pro- 
.— cession on the same day. On a similar 
occasion a dreadful fight took place between Hindus and Mussulmans i 
places like Lucknow. The North-Western Provinces Government should 
provide againsi the occurrence of such a thing this time. 


The salaries of the _ civilians 
and the appointment of natives 
on a larger scale to the public 
service. 


56. The same paper eays that arrangements are being made for a0 
agitation in Benares and Bombay against the 
adulteration of ghee, similar to that made in 
Calcutta. A law for the prevention of the adulteration of ghee will have 
to be made for Bombay, the Punjab, and the North-Western Provinces. 


57. The same ee er that the posting of —— pleoarrs: in he 
se whee tt Oe unjab has excited great fear in its @ 
mee Eee See Though the Anglo-Indian papers make light 
of the matter, they are equally alarmed at heart. Some papers are attribute 
ing the act to Bengalis. But why should Bengalis go to the Panjab? 
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58, Thé same paper says that Indians would have had no reason for %™ Pnaxase, 
The English Government and complaint if the English had been the ™?* ™™ 106 
astives followers of the principle that might con- 
stitutes right, and if they had not been the liberators of African slaves and 
the constant advocate of representative government. Because the English 
sre just and kind to subject races, Indians demand the rights which they 
themselves possess. | 
59. The Ananda Bazar Patrikdé, of the 20th September, says that Avanpa Basan 
Retrenchments and the cost of the the Pioneer considers the proposal made by gone. oon, 1886, 
Civil Service. the Bombay and the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce to reduce the pay of the civilians as worthy of a madman, and 
thinks that at this time, when silver has considerably fallen in price, their 
pay should rather be increased than reduced. It is of course very hard for 
civilians who administer the finances of this country to have to curtail their 
own salaries as well as those of their friends and relatives. It is owing 
to this cause that, although an income tax is the least objectionable of all 
taxes, the authorities have always repealed it whenever it was imposed in 
this country. If this tax had been levied from the time when it was 
first imposed after the sepoy mutiny, Government would have been spared 
its present financial embarrassinents and the need of increasing taxation, 
of remaining indifferent to the sufferings of the people during famine and 
similar visitations, and of devising means to raise revenue in order to meet 
the cost of warlike preparations in view of a Russian invasion. It was at 
the instigation of Anglo-Indians, prompted by their ambition, that Lord 
Dufferin was obliged to pick a quarrel with Russia on the Afghan frontier 
and to occupy Burmah. Public expenditure has thus increased, and to 
meet this Lord Dufferin has been obliged to impose the income tax. But 
Anglo-Indians, who are the cause of this state of things, are now protesting 
against the tax. Relief to the finances of Government can now be caused 
| only in two cases, namely, by increasing the revenue of Government and 
by retrenchments. There is no means of increasing the revenues. Had 
there been any means available, Lord Dufferin would not have put on an 
income tax. Of course, the salt duties and some other duties may be 
enhanced, but these must always be held as a reserve against times of 
danger. The only course therefore left to Government is retrenchment. 
By reducing the pay of the civilians Government will be able to bring 
considerable relief to the finances, whilst causing the least possible injury 
to the administration. | 
60. The same paper says that, in spite of the indifference of Govern- 4™swDa Basan 
ment to the increasing oppression of coolies 
: in tea gardens, itis probable that it will be 
dificult after a while to obtain recruits for the plantations. It has 
become clear from the Gibbons case that the coolies do not of their own 
accord work in the gardens. If Government does not interfere in time, 
the highhandedness of some European tea planters will lead to the ruin 
of the tea gardens. If this result is brought about, not only will the 
planters themselves, but the people of this country also be greatly injured. 
Gl. The same paper says that the recent riots between Hindus and “unt Biss 
Riots between Hindus and Mussul. MLussulmans in Umballa and Loodhiana 
mans in the Punjab. were due, like all previous riots between these 
peoples, to the carelessness of the local officials. The people, when they 
consider this, naturally suspect that the authorities purposely foment such 
nots in order to perpetuate disunion between Hindus and Mahomedans, but 
this supposition is not probably correct, because the rulers know well that 
though such riots may keep the two people disunited, still they may also, 
by teaching them to wield arms, make them bold to use those arms against 
the British Government. 
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62. The Daintk, of the 20th September, says that the im 
exports of India are increasin 
natives are by no means gain 
The agriculturists are obliged to sell even that much of th 
is necessary for their own consumption in order that they may 
their rent and repay their loans. In other countries the culti 
the surplus corn after keeping in hand a sufficient quantity for their ow 
use. The exports of India far exceed her imports. This excess is g Ate 
India. Then, again, the exports from India consist of such articles as rice 
wheat, hide, and so forth, which are really useful articles, but her imports 
consist of such things as are worn out by a short use. If the raw materials 
had remained in this country lakhs of weavers would not have died jg 
India. The Indians import only those articles the importation of which 


are injurious to their interests, and export those the exportation of which 
results in their loss. 


ports and 
g, but the 
ers thereby, 


© corn which 
be able to pa 


vators sell on} 


The commerce of India, 


TIf.—LeetsLative. 
63. The Pratikdr, of the 17th September, hears that Lord Dufferin 


: has requested the British Indian Associatio 

ee ee to re-elect Baboo Peary Mohun Mookerji m 
the representative of the zemindars in the Imperial Legislative Council, 

64. The Uchit Vakia, of the 18th September, says that a provision 


should be rade for the examination of ghee 
The Bill to prevent the adulteration : 


ot which will be exported from Calcutta, and 


for the destruction of such ghee as will 
be found adulterated upon examination. The writer says that the 


adulterators of ghee, who have earned a large sum of money, will not 
be deterred from adulterating ghee by the fear of being fined one or 
two hundred rupees, A  severer punishment should be provided for 
the adulterators of ghee. Such men also should be appointed to inspect 


ghee as will be able to resist the temptation of a bribe of four or 
five hundred rupees. 


65. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 19th September, does not approve 


, of the Bill for preventing the adultera- 
oe tion of ghee. It will not be able to prevent 
the evil it contemplates removing. ‘The writer hopes that the Lieutenant: 


Governor will act with caution and consult with the native members of the 
Legislative Council. It also hopes that the Select Committee will draw up 


their report with great care. They should act in such a way as would satisfy 
both the Hindus and Mahomedans, 


66. The Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 21st September, approves of the 


statements made in the speech of the 
acto es Lieutenant-Governor of. mer on the 
subject of the prevention of the adulteration of ghee. But the question 
is is His Honour anxious to pass the Bill for the sake of the people, or 
because the soldiers refused to use the Commissariat ghee? His Honour 
is anxious to pass the Bill because he very well remembers the cause 
which produced the Sepoy Mutiny. However, the writer thanks the 
Lieutenant-Governor for coming so readily to Calcutta and calling 8 
meeting of the Legislative Council. The writer will be glad if the 
Act comes into operation before the Durgapuja holidays. 
67. The Sar Sudhdnidhi, of the 20th September, says that no effect 
The Bill to prevent the adulteration Will be produced by the Bill introduced for 
of orticles of food. preventing the adulteration of articles | 
food. The Bill should provide for severe punishment for those who will 
adulterate articles of food in such a way as to offend the religious susceptor 
lities of people and for the destruction of such adulterated articles food 
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Instead of the Health Officer, as is provided in the present Bill, the 
public should have the right of instituting suits against such adulterators 


of articles of food. 
68. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 20th September, says that  Amavns Baus 


: : ° ° PaTRIKA 
Anglo-Indians and certain provisions Anglo-Indians are daily com1ng to PETCClVE sept. 20th, 1886, 


of the Criminal Procedure Code. that they are being deceived by Government 
just as. the Kurasians were deceived by them during the Ibert Bill agita- 
tion. Whenever Government enacts any injurious law in this country, 
— Anglo-Indians seem to think that the measure will not injure them, but 
that it will injuriously affect natives alone; and further that their 
prestige in this country will increase in proportion as Government puts 
down Indians by means of repressive administration. Hence it is that 
Anglo-Indians advocate despotic administration and a rigorous criminal 
law for this country, and that they supported Mr. Fitz-James Stephen 
when he introduced his Criminal Procedure Code, and always support 
‘udicial wrong-doing by Magistrates. But just as Eurasians perceived 
the blunder they had made by joining Anglo-Indians during the Ibert 
Bill agitation after that Bill had become law, Anglo-Indians are perceiv- 
ing the folly of their action in having always supported the repressive 
policy of the Indian Government. The Meares case first awakened 
Anglo-Indians to the injurious character of Mr. Stephen’s Criminal 
Procedure Code as affecting themselves. The enhancement by the 
Bombay High Court of the sentence on the Railway employé Catley 
made this more clear than ever to Anglo-Indians, who began to protest 
against the objectionable provisions of the Code regarding the enhance- 
ment on appeal of the sentence passed on a person by a Magistrate. 
The Gibbons case has now convinced them that the conferring upon the 
High Court under the Code of the power of re-trying a person whom 
ajury has pronounced not guilty has not been beneficial. 


I1V.—Native States. 


69. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 16th September, says that gonssu: & Parana, 
from the appointment of Baboo Dinanath sept. 16th, 1896. 
Sen as Dewan of Tipperah the writer hoped 

that the difficulties of the State would be at an end. The resig- 

nation of his post by Baboo Dinanath Sen has filled the writer with despair. 

The writer cannot understand why he has resigned his post. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor has become bitterly hostile to that State. He said last 

year that “some more direct interference on the part of the Govern- 

ment (with the management of the State) can hardly be avoided.” After 

this declaration of the Lieutenant-Governor the Maharajah of Tipperah 

expressed a desire to appoint Baboo Dinanath Sen as his Dewan. But the 
Lieutenant-Governor objected to the appointment of Baboo Dinanath, now 

on this and now on that pretext. The Lieutenant-Governor did not 

consent to the payment of a salary of Rs. 1,000 to Baboo Dinanath Sen. 

His Honor did not also consent to the granting of travelling allowances 

tohim. In short, His Honor does not desire that a man like Baboo Dina- 

nath should remain at Agartala. He has procured the dismissal of Baboo 

Shambhu Cnunder Mukerjea on similar pretexts. His object in doing this 

is well known. He desires that the Maharajah should entrust an English- 

man with full powers in the administration of hie State. In the last Admin- 

stration Report, in proposing the dismissal of Buboo Shambhu Chunder 

Mukerjea, and in referring to the appointment of Mr. Sandys as manager 

of the zemindaries, he said that ‘ it is essential that full authority should 

© given to the manager.” 
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70. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 18th September, says that the people of 
ie gle Gwalior are very glad because al) the members 
pe sug composing the’ Regency at Gwalior 
Mahrattas. It is a wonder that such a thing has happened when Sir Te 
Griffin is the Agent in Central India. , Ps 


V.—Prospects or THE Crops AND ConDITION oF THE Props. 


71. The Sansodhint, of the 10th September, says that the price of 

tice is rising every day. The condition of 
Rangania, Patia, Satkania, and Fatikcherr; 
is wretched. The aus crop, which was gathered in, is rotting at the houses 
of agriculturists. Had not rice been imported from Naraingange, many 
would have been obliged to remain without food. The floods are not only 
destroying the standing crops, but are making cultivation next year | 
impossible. 


72. The Paridarshak, of the 1lth September, says that a woman 
in a village under the jurisdiction of Golab- 
gunge has died by living solely on vegetable 
leaves in the absence of any other food. Two or three such occurrences have 
been reported from Maulvi Bazar. Famine has not yet made its appearance, 
and still people are dying for want of food. Mr. Stevens, the late Deputy 
Commissioner, was a Curious man. In spite of all this distress, he was under 
the impression that there was no scarcity in Sylhet. Perhaps he thought that 
until there was want of food in his own house, there would be no scarcity, 
The writer is glad to notice that the Officiating Deputy Commissioner, | 
Mr. Wight, sympathises with the sufferings of the people, and is trying to 
find means for their relief. 


73. A correspondent of the same paper says that there is not a single 
day on which two or three famished and lean 
men are not found begging their food from 
door to door. Low class people, who take three meals a day, are living either 
on one or even on half a meal. Even some respectable families are in great 
want. It is difficult to procure fodder for cattle ; it is selling at so higha 
price. 


74. Acorrespondent of the same paper says that water is subsiding 
at Patharia in Sunamgunge. The houses 
over the courtyard of which currents of 
water have passed are on the point of falling. Materials for the construc: 
tion of houses have become difficult to procure. Fodder is still procurable 
to a certain extent. 


75. The Purva Bangubdsi, of the 12th September, says that the 
great flood of the year has destroyed all the 
crops in Tipperah. In many places people 
are hardly getting one meal every second or third day. But the Collec 
tor takes no notice of the existing distress. He lives in his palace at the 
head-quarters. The people are suffering greatly for want of food and | 
money. The villages under the jurisdiction of Muradnagar are suffering 
from scarcity of food. Baboo Durga Churn Ghosh and others haye opét 
a fund for tne relief of the famine-stricken. ie 
Some correspondents, writing from Muradnagar, say that many hare 
been reduced to a moribund condition for want of food, and that many 
are living on arum roots and such like articles. About 130 familles 
in Muradnagar and its vicinity are getting relief from the Muradnagat 
famine fund. But the fund has nearly been exhausted. ) ore 


Floods in East Bengal. 


Scarcity of food. 


Scarcity in Churkhai. 


Distress at Patharia. 
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96, The Surabhe and Patdkd, of the 16th September, says that 
news of distress is coming day after day from 
he distress in East Bengal on ac- Hast Bengal. The crops are submerged. 
count of floods. The writer entreats Government to afford 
relief to the distressed people. The money which is still left in the hands 
of the i Committee should be spent for the relief of the people of 

Bengal. | 
oat 77. The Bharat Mthir, of the 16th September, says that there have 
been unprecedentedly heavy floods in the 
whole of Hast Bengal, and particularly in 
Noakholly, Commillah, and certain other districts. Special measures should 
he adopted for the relief of the sufferers. 

78. The Samaya, of the 17th September, says that some of the most 
fertile tracts of Bengal have been under 
water for a month. The districts of 
Tipperah, Noakholly, Dacca and Furreedpore are under water. But where 
is the ruler of Bengal at this time? He is enjoying either a river trip or 
the pleasures of residence in Darjeeling. But this is not the time to 
remain idle for the ruler of a country. 

79. The Bangabdast, of the 18th September, says that in the begin- 

ning of the Lieutenant-Governor’s resolution 
oe, and the distress during on the report on the administration of the 
eesanaas Burdwan Division the famine and the floods 
are noted. The writer will never forget those disasters, and the cruel 
indifference of Government to the distress of the people at that time. The 
disgrace of Government for that conduct will remain engraved in the 
memory of Indians in this world, and of the spirits of those who died of 
starvation at that time. The writer sees that Government also has not 
been able to forget this. Remorse for its cruel indifference to the saffer- 
ings of the people at that time forces it to revert at times to the subject. 
In the Lieutenant-Governor’s first resolution on the famine he reproved the 
Bangabast for making what was considered a false statement about the famine. 
But after publishing the resolution Government was obliged to ask the public 
to relieve the distress of the people, and to distribute alms in Beerbhoom, 
Burdwan, and Bankoorah. In Moorshidabad aiso alms were distributed. 
/ Even when Government was quarreling with the Bangabdst about its 
statements regarding the distress in Khargram, officials were distribut- 
ing alms in that place. Government has again referred to those 
matters, 

80. The same paper says that already people are suffering from 

| scarcity of food in East Bengal on account of 

sconntty of food in East Bengal on the floods. Prompt steps should be taken 

doesn to relieve the distress. The sum of twenty 

thousand rupees left in the hands of the Relief Committee should be spent 
for the relief of the people suffering distress. , 

81. A corresnondent of the Dainik, of the 19th September, says that 
the swelling of the water of the Churni river 
has destroyed the crops of several villages in 
Hanskhali. Communication between villages has been stopped. Neither 
Government nor the zemindars are anxious for the preservation of the 
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Floods in Nuddea. 


| ‘tops. Formerly the mouths of several khals used to be closed, but they. 


até not so closed now. 
82. The Dacca Gazette, of the 20th September, says that famine 
has become inevitable. The people of Murad- 
nagar are in an extremely wretched condition. 
People must from this time prepare themselves to face the difficulty. 
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The Tripura Jana Sadharana Sabha has circulated a certein numbp 

questions to different parts of the district. In reply to these eiied of 
the people of Brahmanbaria say that five-eighths of the ang cro —_ 
three-eighths of the aman crop have been destroyed. In Maradnaga, os 
of both these crops has been destroyed. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEovs. 


"88. The Som Prakdah, of the 20th September, says that Governmen 
does not desire that anybody should be 

gpaising of subscriptions by off: compelled by any. official to pay any subser; 
. a ee p- 
tion against his will. Government hag also 

made a rule against the raising of subscriptions by officials. This rule i 
being disregarded in the collection of money for Lady Dufferin’s Fung 


Collectors and Commissioners are inviting rich men to meetings fo | 


collecting subscriptions for that Fund. Recently Baboo Bipradas 
Chatterjea, the First Munsif of Alipore, called the Pleaders of his Court t 
him through his peon and asked them to subscribe for a book which, 
European lady wanted to print, and for securing subscribers for which her 
daughter went to Baboo Bipradas’s court. Many Pleaders were obliged 
to subscribe for the book against their will, Many have become displeased 
with Baboo Bipradas for this act of his. 


Urtya Papers. 


84. The question of adulterated ghee is now being discussed in the 
newspapers of Orissa. The Samodd Bahikg 
reproduces in its columns the memorial which 
the Balasore National Society have submitted to His Honor the Lieute- 
nant-Governor of Bengal on the subject. The Sebcka contains a long 
article on the same subject. They all agree in the view that the use of 
adulterated ghee should be stopped by legislative measures. 
85. The property of — mp a Basu, ap important 
zemindar of the Cuttack district, having been 
nk “Watoo Golack Chandra advertised for sale on account of his. debts, 
7 the Utkal Dipikd suggests that the prov 
sions of sections 320-26 of Act XIV of 1882 should be applied with the 
object of liquidating his debts, and saving a respectable family from 
bankruptcy and ruin. 
86. The same paper approves very much the ai of = 
» Oris, Canal Commussioners ment to defer the imposition of a protective 
and the iepocition ‘ol a protective cess, recommended ‘4 the Canal Comm- 
— sioners till the next settlement, and praises 
Mr. Metcalfe, the Commissioner of the Orissa Division, through whose 
instrumentality the above resolution was brought about. ) 
87. The Sebaka, as also its contemporaries, mourn the death of 
Pandit Dwarkanath Bidyabhusan, the Editor 
pomih of: the Editor of the Mm of the ‘renewnes Benge journal 
Prakdsh, a short sketch of whose life appear 
in their columns. 6. 
88. The same paper approves the provisions of the Bill to amen@ 
the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, and remarks 
that they will help the revenue and j 
officers to proceed with secret enquiries ireey. 
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